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This year the College has created the Dr. Sun
Yat Sen Oration in memory of the father of modem
China who was himself a general practitioner. The
first Oration was given by Dr. Peter C.Y. Lee,
Immediate Past President at the Annual
Conferment Ceremony. The full text is herewith
printed in two parts.

THE AGE IN which we live is unquestionably
the age of high technology and, within the space of
our lifetime, we have grown accustomed to, have
taken for granted and even grown dependent on all
manner of wizardry which our mothers and fathers
would have struggled perhaps in vain to comprehend
yet which our children accept without thought as
part of their daily lives. Can we imagine today a life
without such mundane things as, for example, the
telephone, the radio, the television, and today even
without a computer, fax or portable telephone? Of
course not. We have come to terms with the
quickening pace of technological change in almost
every aspect of our everyday lives and we must strive
constantly to apply this technology to the enrichment
of the lives of our fellow men. Too often, alas, do
we avert our eyes from the perversion of new
technology to destroy and not to enrich the human
condition. It is to this enrichment that we as doctors
must dedicate our professional and personal
endeavours.

I stand before you tonight, a doctor talking to
doctors. Ten years ago, almost to the day, I
addressed the inaugural ceremony of the Hong
Kong College of General Practitioners and my
words to you today will not merely echo my
sentiments then but also illustrate the broadening
and deepening of the College's essential philosophy
in those ten years which have passed.

In our professional lives today, our skills, our
powers to heal and assuage have been enhanced
beyond description by the powers of human
invention. For we now have in our hands new tools
and new techniques which are as indispensable to
the exercise of our skills as, say, the development of

modern anasthesiology has been to the evolution
and refinement of the techniques of modern surgery.

The awesome power of modern medical science
— the power to conquer the ravages of disease, the
power to prolong a threatened life through the
replacement of essential organs, the power to relieve
and dignify the pains and discomforts of terminal
illness and old age — all of this may blind us to the
essential frailty of the human condition and blur our
perception of those every day medical problems of
ordinary people which may be approached on
human terms alone and not through the
impersonality of a machine. The technological
assistance ready at our elbows in our everyday
practice of medicine must not be allowed to
diminish our appreciation of the whole patient as a
subject calling for our human skills rather than an
object for the employment of medical technology.
We must be, as general practitioners of medicine,
orientated towards the patient whom we are treating
and not simply towards that disease from which he
is suffering or towards a malfunctioning organ. It is
for this reason that I have entitled this oration 'The
Human Face of Medicine', the caring and
sympathetic face which we must show to all those
fellow human beings who stand afflicted before us.
This theme is very close to my heart and I shall
develop it.

Dr. Sun Yat Sen

This oration is the first in a series which will be
delivered annually before the Hong Kong College of
General Practitioners as the 'Sun Yat Sen Oration'.
It would be presumptuous of me to say more than
that it is named in honour of Dr Sun Yat Sen, for
he is remembered and honoured universally as the
founder of modern China. What may not be so
universally known in the world at large is that his
first love and his first field of service to his fellow
men was medicine and that he received his
professional education and training in Hong Kong.
In 1892, he graduated with distinction from the
Hong Kong College of Medicine, one of the first of
only two graduates to emerge in that year from that
splendid institution. The College later became, as
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